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                               Smithville United Methodist Church

PO Box 293, 505 N Hwy 169

Smithville, MO  64089

816-532-3200

Celebrating Life Through Divine Worship

1st Sunday of Advent

10:00 AM, November 28, 2010

The time of centering: God calls us now in this Christmas season to become new, to make room for our own nativity, even where there is no room at the inn.  Where we are fearful – Hope. Where we are bitter – Love. Where we are sad – Joy. Where we are busy – Peace.  Let this hour be a time to embrace all these gifts from God.  Welcome …

PRELUDE - As the music begins, our worship service begins

ENTRANCE OF THE LIGHT

INVOCATION

Today we begin the Advent journey to Bethlehem.  For Joseph and Mary, it was an arduous journey from Galilee to Judea, from Nazareth to their ancestral home in Bethlehem.  But just as God is with us in the journeys of our lives, God was with them – giving them hope, preparing the way, even as the prophet had predicted.

WELCOME

*SONGS OF PRAISE
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel” 


“How Majestic is Your Name”                                                      

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

LEADER:  Christians around the world begin this day to await the advent of Christ.  We join with a joyous and hopeful throng in lighting the Advent candles, symbols of our faith and signs of God’s love.

PEOPLE:  We gather as a people of hope.

LEADER: Christian people around the world stand today in breathless anticipation of a miracle that has been repeated for hundreds of years, yet that astounds us anew each year.

PEOPLE: Our hope springs anew, from an ancient vision.

LEADER:  As we light the first Advent candle, let it stand for hope based not on wishful thinking, but on deep conviction.  We believe, we have seen, we have received the Promise and the Great Gift, and therefore, in the midst of darkness and imperfection, we hope. 

PEOPLE: We gather expectantly, joyfully, and with deep commitment, for we have heard that a special Child is to come, that God is to be among us, and that soon we will see a new creation on earth.  We are a people of hope.

The Mewmaw Family:  Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope

CHILDREN’S SERMON – Children are invited to come forward 

SPECIAL MUSIC
Debbie Shoaf

TIME OF PRAYER

Silent Prayer

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

OUR DISCIPLESHIP OF GIVING

Offering

*Doxology

*Pray of Dedication

*HYMN OF PREPARATION 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                  
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                        
Matthew 1:18 -21

MORNING MESSAGE
                                     “The Gift of Hope”

UNISON READING

We believe in God, our source of hope, which though fragile and often dashed is surprising strong and resilient.  We believe that hope is given so that we can wake each morning with a sense of wonder.  We believe that hope is woven with faith and love to form a tapestry of beauty and possibility.  We believe that out of suffering and destruction can emerge something new, a new earth with the mark of God upon it.  We believe our efforts make a difference and transform hope into bread for the hungry, clothes for the poor, and love for the forgotten.  We believe the church is a community of hope, living the love of Jesus for all creation, continually renewed each Advent season by the fresh winds of the Spirit.


*HYMN FOR GOING FORTH
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”     

TAKING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

*Please stand if you are able when indicated by an asterisk

Please pray for: Lou Petersen, Fred Darr, Carol White, Barb Kravec, Marilyn Phopheter, Howard & Marilyn Nelson (Sandy Littrell’s parents) and for all the people that are having medical or surgical worries.

The memorial book is opened in loving memory of Mable Carver
Altar flowers for those who use the season of Advent to prepare for Christmas 
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The entire congregation is invited to the Hanging of the Green on Monday, November 29th from 5 to 9 pm.  Drop in any time during those 4 hours, and at 7:00 pm dinner will be served, you don’t need to bring anything, just come to eat with us.  This is our day to decorate the church in preparation for Christmas.  Children are welcome.  They can make decorations for the children's tree such as links, popcorn strings and ornaments.  The other trees, garland and banner are going up as well.  Join in the fun as we "deck the hall".
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE

Practice is on Sundays after the worship service, 11:15 am to 12:00 pm. All school age kids are invited to attend. Younger children are invited to attend starting in November.

GIFT BAGS AND CHRISTMAS PAPER

Recycle your Christmas gift bags, paper, bows, ribbon, etc. (in excellent condition) for the Toy Store. Please drop them off at the church office by December 5th or you can take them to Grace Community Church before December 6th.

SMITHVILLE MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE 

TOY STORE

The toy store this year will be at Grace Community Church on December 9th and 10th. There is a barrel in the Great Room for your donations of new & unwrapped toys, games, etc. Please have your donations in by November 28th. If you would like to make a monetary donation please mail to Grace Community Church, 1520 Hwy. DD, Smithville, MO 64089. Make checks payable to Grace Community Church (in the memo write Christmas Toy Store).
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING

SUMC will be ringing the bells for the Salvation Army on Saturday, December 4th from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. There will be ½ hour shifts. No age restrictions. Please sign up as soon as possible. If you have any questions please contact Kerry Winans.
SAVE A DATE FOR NUMANA

The Smithville UMC has signed up to work with NUMANA and several area churches to package meals.  Please see the bulletin board in the Great Room to sign up. We will need several volunteers to work 2 hour shifts thru out the day.  Volunteers can be young (5-6) to the very mature. This would be a great project to do as a family, a group of friends or any organization that you may be a part of i.e. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Chamber of Commerce, you get the idea. NUMANA provides meals to countries that are in need of help.  We will be packaging meals for Haiti.   This is a great community service project. It is super simply to do and a lot of fun as well.  We will be providing more information next month. So please mark your calendar for January 8, 2011. The location will at the Lewis and Clark Elementary School 1407 Nashua Road, Liberty, MO  64068.  We will have a sign-up located at the church bulletin board.  This is really a great project and a great way to start your New Year.  
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MINISTRY 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR

            THIS WEEK

Sunday, November 28

1st Sunday of Advent


Recycle Weekend

11:15 am
Christmas Program Practice

3:30 pm
Boy Scouts

4:00 pm
Ad Council

5:00 pm
Youth Group

Monday, November 29

5:00 pm
Hanging of the Green

Tuesday, November 30

9:00 am
Coffee w/”Walt & Wayne”

9:00 am
Study Group

Wednesday, December 1

10:00 am
Art Class

7:00 pm
Choir Practice


Set up for the Cross Country Banquet

Thursday, December 2

9:00 am
Crochet/Knit

6:00 pm
Cross Country Team Banquet

7:00 pm
 Den #10 & #13

Friday, December 3

1:00 pm
Quilting

Saturday, December 4

8:00 am
UMM Breakfast/Meeting

10:00 am
Bell Ringing at Big V

11:00 am
PEO Meeting

Sunday, December 5


2nd Sunday of Advent

11:15 am
Christmas Program Practice

11:20 am
Worship Meeting

1-3 pm
Celebration for Wayne Cook

3:30 pm
Boy Scouts

5:30 pm
Youth Group
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

9:00 am

Nursery 

Bonnie Holland

Preschool-Kindergarten 

 Ron Mast

1st – 2nd Grades 

 Amie Tjelle 

3rd – 5th Grades 

Kathy Dibben and Laura Bissen

6th – 8th Grades 

Debbie Shoaf

9th – 12th Grades  

Sara Crutcher

Cornerstone Class  

Cindy Hunold

Studying the book of “Luke”

Genesis Class 

Norma Tucker

Studying “For the Love of God”

Scout Room Class 

Carol Mewmaw

Studying “Biblical Beginnings”
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Office Hours: 8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Office Phone: (816) 532-3200

www.smithvilleumc.com
smithvilleumc@smithvilleumc.com 

smithvilleumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor Kathy M. Harmon
pastorkathy@smithvilleumc.com
Lay Leader: Sharon Fairlie

Secretary: Ginger Cotter

Youth: Debbie Shoaf &

Sarah Crutcher

Accompanist: Andrea Knutter

Choir Director: Angie Viebrock

Nursery: Bonnie Holland

Custodian: Leo Gaffey

Preschool Director: Katie Fish

Preschool Teacher: Jessica Johnson

Altar Flowers: Lu Darr






